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of claims in the application 
Listing of Claims: 

! . (Previously Presented) A screw and rod fixation assembly for fixing a screw 
and a rod comprising: 

a screw including a screw head; 

fixing means inciuding an inner passageway for receiving said SCTew therethrough fior 
automatically and compressive fixing said screw from movement relative to sa,d fixmg means, 
sating means including an Inner surface wall having a gripping portion for compress,ve, y 
^ portion forcompressively gripping said screw head and a non-gdpping portion a,low,„g 
passage of the screw head to said gripping portion; 

a substantial annular ring including an edge portion extending about a centered axis 
said edge portion having a frustoconica. surface tapering outwardly toward said edge port. on for 
engaging said screw head while allowing a portion of said screw to pass therethrough; 

rod seating means operatively engaged with said fixing means for seating a rod therein, 
said rod seating means including at .east one fiexible portion capable of being compressed 
against a rod seated within said rod seating means, wherein said at .east one Hexible port.on 
has a tapered outer surface end; and 

ioclcing means for securing and engaging the rod and rod seating means, said locking 
means including deflecting means for def.ect.ng said at .est one flexible portion of sa.d rod 
seating means against and around the rod as said .ocking means further engages sa.d at least 
one flexible portion of said rod seating means. 

2. (Original) The screw and rod fixation assembly according to claim 1, wherein 
said fixing means includes a substantially tubular body. 

3 (Original) The screw and rod fixation assembly according to claim 2, wherein 
said substantially tubular body further includes spaced, substantially parallel arms extend.ng 
from said substantially tubular body. 

4 (Original) The screw and rod fixation assembly according to claim 1, wherein 
said gripping portion of said inner surface wall of said fixing means is expanded within an 
elastic range of said inner surface wall by said screw head. 
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5. 


(Original) The screw and rod fixation assembly according to Cairn 1, wherein 
a portion of said inner surface wall of said fixing means is threaded. 

6 (Original) The screw and rod fixation assemb.y according to claim 1, where.n 
sa id rod seating means inciudes a body portion from which at .east one said fiexib.e portion 
extends therefrom. 

7 (original) The screw and rod fixation assembly according to claim 1, wherein 
5aid locking means is defined as a set screw including a threaded outer surface for operat.ve.y 
engaging said threaded inner surface of said fixing means. 

« (Original) The screw and rod fixation assembly according to claim 7, wherein 
said set screw further includes a spherica,, inner chamber for accommodating said at .east one 
flexible portion when said at .east one flexible portion is contoured around the rod s.tuated 
therein. 

9 (Previously presented) A screw fixation device comprising fixing means 
including an inner passageway for receiving said screw therethrough for selectively fixing a 
screw head, said fixing means including an inner surface wall having a gripp.ng port.on for 
compressives gripping said screw head and a non-gripping portion allowing passage of the 
screw head to said gripping portion, thereby fixedly gripping the screw head. 

10 (Original) The screw fixation device according to claim 9, wherein said gripping 
portion of said inner surface wall is expanded by the screw head within an elastic range by the 
screw head, 

11. (Original) The screw fixation device according to claim 9, wherein said fixing 
means includes a substantially tubular body. 

12 (Original) The screw fixation device according to claim 11, wherein said 
substantially tubu.ar body includes spaced, substantially parallel arms extending from sa.d 
substantially tubular body. 

13 (Original) The screw fixation device according to claim 11, wherein said 
substantially tubular body has a proximal end and a distal end, wherein said distal end ,s 
interiorly tapered for securing the screw head therein. 

14 (Original) The screw fixation device according to claim 11, wherein said 
substantially tubu.ar body has at least one aperture extending radially through said inner 
surface wall. 
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